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TO THE 
Right Honourable George Lord Jeffries, 
Baron of Wem, Lord High Chancellor 
of England, and. one of Hhs Mijeſties 
moſt Honourable P rivy Council, 
Sir Robert. Wright, Lord Chief Juſtice o 
| the Kings Bench, f Toffee of 


And thereſt of the Honourable Tudpes. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, Oe TINY 

"HE encloſed Paper is deſroned to te- 

= tet the Trup, but Latent Cauſts and 
Occaſions of a great Abufe very com- 

mon and notorious in this City of London, 
and of wery pernicious conſequence throughout 
the whote KCingdom ; to ſhew the Iniquity and 
Unreaſonableneſs of certain falſe Principles and. 
Opinions which ſupport it ; and for a beck 
to the Abuſe and Encouragement to ſuch as 
A 2 need 


( ) 
need Relief, t0-ſhew baw by our Laws effe- 
Gual Remedy may. be gives without any ſpe- 
cial New Af of Parkament. For the Abuſe 


is ſuc, nyt Þ. commign and. mptorions; that &- 


> 


"wert Parkanent-men brve thought it worthy 
of 4 ſpecial Af of Parliament to reſtram it. 
But if effeual Remedy may be had without it, 
. it is preſum'd,that that will be more Honowrt- 
ble for our Laws, and therefore that the tender 
f it to the conſideration-of yaur Lordſhips will 
e no nngrateful Service. It is alſo hoped,that 
the Approbation of it by your Lordſhips Antho- 
rity , will not. only give Life to the Remedy 


- 
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| berem mentioned;but eVen of it ſelf, grue reat 
Check to ſuch Abuſes. . - 71 
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i: our Law jt may effefually be given. and 
'- otain'd, without any ſpecial new A& of 
Parliament for that purpoſe. 


the Occurrences in this City of London, that of thoſe Youths 
who aredaily put Apprentices here, a very great number ds 
miſcarry, and never come to exerciſe the Tradesto which 
they were put : And of thoſe,though many miſcarry through their 
own fault, yet that very many do miſcarry either through the 
Careleſheſs and Negligence, op the Harſhneſs and unreaſonable Se- 
verity, or ( which too often happens ) through the ill Deſigns and 
PraQtices of their Maſters. 
. Thisis focommon and notorious, that there is no part of the - 
Nation which hath not many cxcpngees of ſuch unhappy youngmen, 
who might have been very uſeful in their Generation, but by 
thele ——_ aredriven either into ill Courſes,or become altogether 


B : uſele(s 


1: is certain;and generally knownto moſt men acquainted with 


(.2 ) 


uſeleſs to the Publick, and a burden to their Relations. 

And therefore, ſince the beſt and wiſeſt eyen of Heathen States 
have been uſually very provident for the Education of their Youth, 
it migtit be chought a very great defect in us if we ſhould be 
deſtitute of ſufficient Remedy, for ſo notorious an Abuſe,ina mat- 
ter of ſopreat moment. | ! 

But Pm of opinion, that,if the\mitter be well confider'd,neither 
are our Legiſlators, nor our Laws already conſtituted,to be blam'd 
in this reſpe&t. Not eur Legiſlatdrs; For Abuſes will, like evil 
Weeds, be alwaies frove up even-in the beſt conſtituted 

ill 'be fo | 


States: ;And*\it w tim4 cer | bt"obſeryed ; 
And it will agaih, after they afe b4By ru on rig 
find ont and fettle a proper Remedy for them. And c 
Abuſes whereof I ſpeak, they have not, certainly, been of any long 
time praCtis'd, or however not ſo notoriouſly and commonly, but 
have by degrees grown-more freqyent agd notgrious, as tha Rates 
which poten haye givert with Affprenti Ar > raſed;' which 
arenow ( within thefe twenty years laft paſt} or littlemore) riſen 
to that height, that may well prove a Temptation to men who 
arecontinually employ'd in Buſineſs for Gain,and are not punCtually 
and reſolutely Honeſt. * And therefore, it is no wonder if now, 
more than heretofore, in ſo- great a+ City,* there be many men 
noted to have had many Apprentices, but never any thatcame to 
any thing in their Trade ; and are reaſonably enoogh ſyſpetell to 
makea kind of Trade of it, to take great Summs of Money .,with 
Apprentices, and in a year or two, or ſome ſhort time, upon ſome 
pretence or other, to turn them off with-little, and take. others 
again with great Summs in their places: and that diyersillarts and 
ices have been obſery'd to bave been us'd by ſuch perſons;/to 
ing their Deſigns about,and worſe to put ſome colour upon their 
_ Cexlings when they have been queſtion'd for the ſame; For Credit 
and Reputation is of ſo great importance to a Trader, that he who 
makes light of the Ruin of a man, is not likely to make ſcruple of 
the uſe of any means, though never ſo vile and wicked, to ' ſaye 
that which js of ſo great concern to bim. 

But theſe things, I am inform'd, have been ſome years ſince 
obſerv'd and taken into conſideration, in order to the providing 
of a Remedy, by divers worthy Members of Parliament, though 
nothing yet, by reaſon of various -occurrences intervening, hath 
been offer'd to the jHouſe. But that which I am inform'd, was 

thought 


| 3 
thought by ſqme the moſt effeftual Remedy, was by 2 ſhort Act of 
Porliavent, Opetſcey Bonds yoid which ſhould be given for the 
end f rb eg RIP of 
'. This F confeſs, might; ſeem an effetngl means to make the Ma- 
ſer more. careful of them. And ir is an Argument, that thoſe 
Gentlemen were very ſenſible of the notoriouſneſs of the Abpſe, 
who' could think ſo fevere a Remedy neceflary, But I cannot ap- 
prove it: For,/ 1:1 think 'it v6t'f ug] a means for the ead 
intended, as is preſumed: For a'Mafſfer who had a Deſign upon 
his Apprentice, might notwithſtanding leaye him liberty enough 
to 'do'thoſe things, from which 'he might take a pretence to 
torn him off and diſappoint him of his Trade, and yet be a ſuffici- 
ent Gainer \bpt of the Money he had received. 2. it isa reſtraint 
of @ reaſonable ard n Security ; "and though it wight be 
reaſonable, could it be applied only to ill Men ; yet foraſmnoch 
as it would be equally inconveniegt and gricyous to the moſt 
innocent and honeſt Maſters, as to the worſt of all, I think it 
- unreaſonable. 3. It would be apt to put honeſt and good Men 
upon eImoſt the like and Severity, for their own Security, 
which: is ſuppoſed to be ced by ill Men for their Advantage. 
4+ It ſeems'to me to be atrended with no leſs Inconvenience 
ro. the Publick, than that which is de6gned to be remedied by it: 
For the- Conſequence would be, thar, neither would Maſters 
know how to take Apprentices; nor would others be able to 
gerriens and cowl.” for their Childreo,: without great 
ty and tr ber 

And beſides all this,” I think it needle: For I am of opinion, 
( with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments) that in this, as in divers 
other Caſes, our Laws are not {o defeCtive, as fome Men other 
wiſe of Wirt' and Parts enough, but not ſufficiently acquainted 
with them, do imagine; and that there is no great need to encreaſe 
the bulk of our Statues, (which is grown very large already) by 
anew Law for this Purpoſe. For [- take it that our Courts of 
Juſtice have power and' Authority already ſufficient, ( and we 
ought not to ſuſpeft them to be unwilling to uſe it upon ſo juſt 
neceſſary occaſion) to give Remedy in this caſe, if the 
Occaſions and Encouragements to ſach Abuſes be well conſidered. 
And- the principal Encouragements, I take to be from the great 
'Diſcouragements Men commonly meet with, in ſeeking Relief: 
And theſe again, if we trace them to their Seat, will be found to 
A 2 proceed 
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proceed partly from certain falſe ayd, miſtaken Princeples or Opinions, 
. which like many Cuſtoins, have inſenſibly BY 

ny 
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rally received arhong the, Citizens ; whereby Men, whoſe honeſty 
and ſincerity otherwiſe | do not in-the leaſt queſtion,are ordinarily 
impoſed upon and miſled in their Judgments and. VerdiQts ; and 
partly from the great Diſadvantage many Men are under for the 
proſecuting of ay Suir in ſuch ar. by reaſon of. the diſtance. of 
their Habirations from this City. A x uo 
'''L. Of theſe miſtakenPrinciples,one is, That the Maſter for an appa+ 
rent Fault in bis Apprenticeeſpecially if be be found to have wronged bim 
in his Money or Goods, thoug b but to the value of twenty Shullings, or ſome 
ſuch ſmall ſumm,may turn him away, and that there 75 mo remedy. 'T his 
I know to be a common receive& Opinion, even with underſtands 
ing and very Honeſ and worthy Citizens, and ſuch asdo neither, 
praQtice it themſelves, nor approve it in others: Yet they think 
if a Man will be ſo ſevere and mercileſs as. to ruine a young-mas 
for ſuch a matter, he may do it without remedy. | _ 


It is certainly contrary tg Natural, Equity "th 4 Jaſtice, Bk 


only*to the Laws of Chriſtianity, but exen of Humanity -.,1Fas 
the conſequence thereof ro the Young: may, js.rarely leſs thaghis 
Ruine, at leaſt the loſs of his Trade ; and, that ſuch perhaps-/(3s 
it-often happens) for which he might have had thole Advanta- 
ges, which he could not have for any other: But uſually it is a 
diſappointment of all : For having ferved, in ove Trads. till he 
be too old to be put to another, and being; tury?d away by his 
Maſter, it is rare that another of :the;ſame. Trade eſpecially 
will take him, ſo'that he becomes thereby,diſappointed of all. 
Now ſhould we look upon this uhder the Notion of Paniſb- 
ment, it is very -Unreaſonable, for Puniſhments ought to. bear: 
ſome proportion to the Fault, eſpecially ſuch as are,not Publick, 
But here 1s no proportion between them. Beſides the Circum- 
ſtances of the Perſon: ought, to. be conſidered: They are not 
men of Age and Experience 'in the World, but young raw 
Youths, who are put Apprentices. There ought alſo to be con» 
lidered the ſpecial, Obligations vpou the Maſter, which aggra- 
vate the matter, of which more preſently. Or ſhould we look 
npon it as neceſſary for the Maſters Sccarity 4, that indeed might 
ſeem reaſonable, had the maſter no Security. But when. the 
' maſter hath a ſpecial Security to Indemnihe him, that cannot 
be neceſſary, nor excuſable : And the very demand and accept- 
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£ maſter 6 ther Sect, is oY Feta 
And wy ba ay thoſe « ſpecial ob ey the 
the very agreement there is a a t Truſt and 
of kindneſs, to and care of the Apprentice repoſed 
in the Malter by the Pirettt bf Relations undertake by 
the Maſter it conſideration” of a 00 0s of nary » fo that 
the Maſter dbch in many refpels 6 ucceed in the rag Place ahd'care 
of the Parent or Relation taced the Apprentice with hity, 
whereby he is "under a ſpecial? Obligation 16 Bren? '2-. And 
with the Apprentice he So into- ae 0 by. Is 
denture, ' and" thoſe n Ces #iH1 
Preach*by ofie Party, doth NE "of th 
other,” #ivt in Natural Juſtite, n6 tore k Ps Ft 
fitive Laws, as is well known to 2$ ne abr that 
it doth not; but or:ly -obligerh "to a proporti al” $a: 
And Ao ny riber h this Kg andy ae "ſhew AN Ink jiry. 


of i oy 
Er Ae; ſo % Pre eejatie& a be lo 
Hed en wo laced with'hid;" that” he w 
*him away, or_ Fa bur ſuſpe@ he would not ſtew him that Kind: 
neſs or Juſtice in kw of Do bi Trade witch. y eo ht 4.t9 lo, 
dere of tj own accard ſeek otrt for” another” 
Nh Ree 9 reaſonable terms comet a; Plc lin ſion 
yt Tg er"to'take hith awiy= Therefore when Au 
' this, the: Maſter who hath Security tolndem- 
ery tir * 1 proceed to thar Severity, it is A ftrong preſumption 
# in him, either to get the, money, or a good part 
thre, or 49 918 @ppoint the Apprentice, of his future, Trade, 
leſt it hb derfiment to bis awn; And for the moſt 
part in v5" C oy other circumſtances in the manner of Hoing 
it occur, from which an obſervart man may ſatisfic himſel 
thongh he- may not have Proof enobgh of the circumſtances to 
ſatisfhie a Jury, 

And: now,ſhould we examine this by the excellent Lawsof Chri- 
ſtianity, Which 461) (B higbly confirm, 'improve, and enforce all 
the Laws of natoralJuſtice and Equity ;- rbat p'ainJaw cf Juſtice, 
Doing as we would be done to, that great Law of Charityto all men, 
and thar generous Law of Indulgence and remitting Injuries, and 
Doing good even ro Enemies , what can we really judge of _ 
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ought Reparations to 

is the diſappointment of a man 
hood. An for the Ranaragta conſider, 
ſhould the Maſter retain a the mote, tr would 
more encreaſe the 


ring what he h lei hoe as much, of bis own, it might 
not be an equal Recompence for the WIG which may, s 
greater than five or ten times ſo much. The very go 5 my 


ment of his Trade might be ſuch : But there might 
ſow- eſpecial —wtn bee mpeg > be jon he par 
0 


Ll 


ta: diſappoint hiny of it. 
it Maſters. when they have 1 
ſhould. fet up, were-like 
of rhat Trade, / which 

divers Stratagemns atid - 
And the (aro the Advintag 


to TH —_ fro NT 
ragement't6 es, 
AT TEE ERIg 
"bo ye $ ''L | 
Srrudgo wed Tiered Kenkh: neny find AS - 

ces og ions and em- 

ro —_ ntio how com Fo is for 
0” reaſonable our m 

reteived; nd'to be reflbras, RI an Allowance for Tate 
"and Dite, But arty nerdy! ths 09 peat; pothiog 0 
what; tath been faid before; may ” appear wpoh theſe farther 
Gonſiderations : Firſt, -ehe-Maſter hath the uſe and benefit of the 
money all 'the while, which in” many Trades, where the main- 
tenance is 'ufiially the beſt, is very conſiderable, 80.or 100 /, 
and 'in foie 200, 300, 460 and $0o 1.” (for to ſuch Rates are 
ſome: tlow come.) And though money may be had for Six per 
cent and under, upon+good Security, yer Trades-men could not = 
do as they Yo, ff they tid not make at Neaſt 20 per cent in the b 
way of Trade, or by frequent returns in the Year;. and to take. 
it up at; Inrereſt;-is not for their Credit, which is a tender thing 
and of greit Goncernmettt to a Trader. A gain the Emplo 
ment of the Apprentice for the firſt Years is uſbally but fied 
Advantage to himſelf; and if it were more, is all loſt by his 
diſappointmett of his Trade; but from firſt to laſt of conſide- 


rable uſe and benefit, and every day more and more to the Maſter. 
There 
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heaving ard' it 
as of neceſſity wi 


at 10. F06aP; 
will ippxar 


of ill | menc., Tee Apprentices | -in! 
thirs not'an! # tbr HpigpR rg ey. 
for fn nab Aion | 

ory ore rera 


Relation, 'or 
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Indenture; 
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pro- 
portions of Materia ox SS Moral Ations, _ 
can it not be 165 than t ney,, and the Intereſt | 
the Expence the Party, is put to for the: thay pr —_— 
the Publick is .f6 be conſidered in fort is of great im- 
portance 16 the. Publickweal, that: Cit aly adminiſtred.; 


but to allow the Maſter,any part of this, Money, would be to let 
him take advantage of his own wrong z for bis advantage by the 
ditappointment of his Apprentice, might, be much _ i 
the Money : And. beſides, it would be 1neffeft.ro give Impunitys 
ard thereby great Encouragement to an Abuſe, and4o eſtabliſh 
Iniquity by a Law. 
IV. And as unreaſonable as this is, yet ſome have the conltd- 
ence to pretend and alledge The furare benefit they might have by their 
Apprentices, as a reaſonable "nw deration. why they fioxtd not make any 


yearn 


k $ this is not only the opinion 

alſp of fome Attorneys or Solicitors, and 
| about the City. I have ſeen an Anſwer in 
wpon and with. Connſels hands tot (as is uſual) 
Citizen, who received near 1004. with an Apprentice- and 
obſtivatelyput him away,wherein is alledged to this purpoſe, 
the Apprentice was capable of doing him good Service, and 
woukd not havetaken 2000. for his Time and fature Service. 
have alſo known a Citizen who received no leſs than 400 L. 
ith an Apprentice, who as-the Citizen himſelf confefs'd to 
did bis Buſineſs excoeding well, but by ill Company, ( and 
of Ine COVERED WD GI fun out a 
part of a fair Portion, and after all Accounts cleared, this 
had the Conſcience upon fuch pretences as theſe, to retain 
2001, of that money. Which the Young-mans 
ather to yield to, and accept of what they could 
than to hazard the Expence of much of the reſt in a trouble- 

er fach diſcourg s as theſe I have mentio- 
occaſion | cannot but take notice of Amrher 


to be no more than Uſual. He charges his Ap 
his Caſh, and yet orders him to leave 
abroad upon his buſineſs ; and = again 
make a ſtrit account, and to make up of his own, 
How ſuch Men can fatiske their Conſciences in 
ſuch things, I cannot underſtand. Bur this by the by. 
The ſame Opinion 1 have heard maintain'd by others, who had 
particular concern in any ſuch caſe, but only general, as 
- So ſtrangely are many Men in this 
vitious and corrupt Age, blinded with prejudice, in what is, or 
may be, their own concerns that one would think they bad not 
only extinguiſh'd all ſeoſe of Religion, but:moreover put off, not 
only the Moral, but even Rational 'part, as to theſe things, of 
Humanity alſo. Were it not ſo, could ſuch Men have ſuch hard 
and inbumane hearts,as not to be affeRted with the Ruine of a Man 
in their owa Family, or to have no Charity or Pity for the mis- 
fortune-of one committed to their care, of to have no Compaſſion 
for the trouble and afflition ic muſt -be to the Relations and 
who had dealt with them, and that upon great truſt and 
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rat Generoſity, at leaſt ont of regard: to their own Credit and - 


- Reputation,they ſhould reſtore the whole Money without trouble. 


But inſtead of that, we often find the quite contrary in ſuch 
Men, who being better able to relltheir ſtory than the poor youn 
Lad, make it their firſt bufinefs to raiſe as great prejudice agai 
him in his Parents and Friends as may be, and having gotten the 
advantage of an apparent fault, think they muſt-needs be believed 
in whatever ather fine probable ftories they can contrive ; and with 
paſſionate or eaſie Men they often do their buſineſs by this means, 
without more of do. Or if that will not ſo eaſily paſs, they will 
-be ſo very fair, as to offer a Referrencego two Citizens, whereof 
one, who mult be of their own chooſing, to be ſare ſhall be ſuch as 
will do nothing but according to his private Inſtruftions, or how- 
ever according to the falſe Principles before mentioned, and can 
with more confidence urge thoſe things in another's behalf, than 
perhaps he could in his own; and the other (if a Man who lives 
inthe Countrey, and hath little to do with Traders, as it often 
bappens, can, among his/ſmall aquaintance, meet with one to 
act for him,) if he be not ſtrongly prepoſleſRd with theſe falſe 
principles, yet his own experience can fatisfie both himſelf and 
bis Friend, that it is much better to yield to unreaſonable terms, 
than make uſe of a Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe. So beſare the 
Maſter comes off with good advantage that way, and with Cre- 
dit too, as he thinks, for being © fair as to refer what he had 
already in his hands. Bnt if he chance to meet with ance, who 
eaſily ſees through theſe little tricks and policies, and will pot fo 
be put off, then as the temptation becomes double upon him, 
(far now his Reputation alſo is like to be concern'd,) ſo nothing 


 willbe ſtuck at, which may ſerve either to repreſent the Appren- 


tice as ill as may be, or to cauſe delay, apd make the Proceedings 
tedious and tireſome toone whoſe abode and buſineſs lies potkays 
far remore from.the City, or in the end-to-baffie the Cauſe. | 
' The other Encouragement + which is taken for theſe Abuſes, is 
from the great pong <p who live remote from the City are 
wider in the proſecution of their Remedy ; for their Expence in com- 
ing hither, andlying here for that purpoſe,and their Loſs by neg- 
left of their buſineſs at: home, and. the Charges of the Suit, be- 
fdes their vexation- and trouble, is uſually as much or more than 
they recover. Whereas a Citizen is at home all the while, is but 
little biadred in his buſineſs, and. at no: Expence more than _ 


Cn). 


the bare at the' Law; unleſs it be ſuch as he will nor 
be to.own;' And 'this ought alſo to. be taken into conſi- 
—— the giving Relief, that ſuch Abuſesmay have as little 
this occaſion as may be. 

"ho ay be REM. DY which 1 conceive is- already inthe power of 
our Courts of Jultice to give, is, that an Aftion being brought by 
the Apprentice  vpon his Indenture,and laid not in London,bur in 

ſex, or ſome other convenient County, if it come to Tryal, 
that upon motion, a ſpecial Jury (if in A:ddleſex) be granted, of 
CRETE Traders, or take no Apprentices; or it it come to 
es,that that be done by ſuch a Jury, and before 
nog gen their Sictings upon Afiddleſex cauſes, or in the Circuit. 
alodgein is a Remedy which theſe Qualifications - - 
commend it. 1. It is I conceive, already in the power aye pot. 
ud yr it. 2; It is for the Honour of our Laws, a confi 
that they are not ſo defeCtive for the adminiſtra- 
tion ns Juſtice as many Men imagine. 3. It is a juſt and reaſo- 
nable Remedy, reſtraining the Abuſes of all men, without put- 
ting any inconvenience upon good and honelt Men. 4. lt is very 
neceſſary, for the Abuſes of this kind, are grown very common 
and notorious. 5. It is very likely' to be Efefnal, it is accom- 
modate to,take away the very occaſion and encouragerhents of 
them. 6. And yet is no more than neceſſary : For what Juſtice can be 
expected from Men peneraly under fuch Prejudices, -as theſe ? 
And though the Jury roperly Judges of the matter of Fatt, 
yet for the Under-Sheriff, who returns the Jury, and returns 
whom he pleaſeth to exerciſe the part of a Judg e in ſummirg 
up the Evidence and direQting the fame Jury wbich he hinaſeit 
hath returned, is more- than the Jud 7Bes themſelves do, a thing 


ſubje@t to much Corruption and Abuſe, and doth well deſerve to 
be taken into conſideration for a . "Beſides, there doth 
_ times ariſe matter of Law upon the Evidence, which could 

foreſeen. And the great d of the Counſel which 


may be retained on the one ſide and on the other, whereby many 
times a good Cauſe may be run dowd, doth often require a more 
conſiderable Judge than an Under-Sheriff, to direct the Jury,and 
prevent their being miſled. 

It remains now only to give a brief Relation of what hath 
been done, in or der to the putting of this Remedy in praCtice, 
and with what Succeſs. And this | had done,. and therewith 

given 
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